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Paceline
We did it again, gang: turned out another wellrun and well-enjoyed Wabash River Ride. Lots of
people wrote appreciative notes, including Mary
Charelson:
I wanted to say a “Huge Thank you” for another
well organised Wabash River Ride. This was my
third year, and I did the Century Ride again. I
am a member, but live in Crawfordsville, [so] I
don’t do any of the group rides. [But] I am happy
to say, I do have 3,500 miles in after the Century
yesterday!
I became a member after my first year at the WRR
for I thought everyone working was extremely
friendly, helpful, and had the same passion I do.
Enjoy your journey in life with a smile on your
face and your feet pedaling down the road.
The family that won the raffle for a free bike from
Hodson’s wrote a thank you note too, saying that
they’d gotten a bike for their son Nate, who I’d
seen riding on the front of a tandem with his dad,
Andy Dooley.
“I think we were well on the way to having a
cyclist for life in Nate, and this is probably the
capstone on the job. Thank you so much for an
excellent ride and a wonderful, unexpected prize.”
Lots of others chimed in, as those of you who

Brent Russell

Wabash River Ride 2016

look at our home page will have already seen:
Thanks for such a well-organized ride, my 12 year
old son and I had a blast! -Mike
Thank you for a great event. Rain and all, it was a
fabulous and well organized time. See you next
year -Gina
What a great ride! I have never done such a wellsupported event! Amazing sags, friendly volunteers,
SHOWER! and lunch. I am already marking my
calendar for next year. Thanks!!! -Cheryl
Good ride today, some really interesting terrain. And
almost no traffic. Will do again. -Jerry

We weren’t quite up to the number we had ride
last year: we had 371 people last year, and 294
this year. We had a lot fewer day-of registrations
this year (45 instead of 94)--the brief bout of rain
at 8:40 in the morning most likely hurt us there.
continued on page 3
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President

Pat Boling

491-1175

Andrew Hirsch

463-1132

Vice President
Secretary

Laura Furey
Treasurer

414-430-0459

Dennis Figueroa

237-7490

Board Members

James Gross
366-4819
Melissa McCurley 418-4204
Tom Moffett
463-6497
Bob Mrzlack 574-583-4699
Dave Smith
497-8918
Ryan Stremke
430-9511

Chair Officers
Membership

Dan Gadbery

497-1135

Andrew Hirsch

463-1132

Wabash River Ride Coordinator
Advocacy

Alfonso Gerbolini
Mileage Log

Dennis Figueroa
wrccridelog@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor

Carol Moffett
Social Media

463-6497

Thank you to Dennis & Renee Figueroa, Dave Smith, Pat
Boling and Melissa McCurley for promoting our club at the
Boiler Bridge Bash event in Lafayette on August 18th.
Thousands of students came to visit our tent to learn
a little bit about our club. Dennis handed (shoved) our
business cards in their hands while Melissa did an
absolutely fantastic job explaining our club to them in
great detail. Great job Melissa!

✺Dennis

Melissa McCurley 418-4204
Webmaster

Dave LeFevre
dlefevre@gmail.com
Calendar

Skip Eads
skipeads1@gmail.com

Ride Coordinators
A (19+ mph)

Chris Yeomans

427-7290

Kevin Johnston

583-0739

Pat Boling

491-1175

B (17-19 mph)
C (15–17 mph)

D (13–15 mph)

Tom Moffett

463-6497

Gary Brouillard

742-7794

Dennis Figueroa

237-7490

James Gross

366-4819

Kevin Luse

870-7808

E (11–13 mph)

Novice (less than 11 mph)
MTB & Gravel Road
Touring & Camping
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Thank you to Dennis & Renee Figueroa for promoting
our club at the LATE Ride event in Chicago on August
13-14th. The event ran from 10:00 PM to 6:00 AM with the
actual ride starting at 1:00 AM and featured almost 2,000
participants riding thru the streets of downtown Chicago.
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Our online registration numbers were down too,
from 277 to 249, but all in all we pulled off a
respectable number and a very well-done event (it
took me a while to figure out how to send email
blasts to prior-year riders, a key advertising tool
that Howard had utilized to good effect, tho’ one
of my kids helped me master Mail Chimp). After
the rainy start to the day, which caught most of
the 100 mile riders and many others, we had
sunshine and warm weather, and even those who
got dunked eventually dried out (though maybe
not their shoes). People were remarkably good
humored about the day, and seemed to enjoy the
variety of scenery and the great food and warm
greetings at the 3 sags and the Fort.
We were treated to two great musical groups,
TJ Rosa playing a variety of acoustic songs and
Spontaneous Hopeful Monster (with our very own
Mary Finley) playing some eclectic folk-rockmeditative music.
The local ham radio operators insured that
we got to riders in need and swept the course at
the end of the day, using our ride to stay up with
important emergency skills. We thank them all
for their generous donation of their time and talent
(including our own Jeff Stewart).
We had tons of hard work and planning go

we put into putting appetizing things out for them
to eat, and having friendly club members run
the sags. Lots of work goes into setting up the
ride, attending to myriad details, and cleaning up
afterward. Thank you all! (I also want to thank
those who cruise around the course in mobile sag
vehicles, attending to riders in need and making
sure the communications system is working—I’ve
done this for several years now, and it’s about the
least visible job out there. Thanks all!)
One of the greatest things was seeing old
friends and buddies working alongside new
ones, seeing people work who’ve scarcely been
riding with the club, and numerous guests putting
in cameo appearances (including Renee’s and
Mindy’s children and folks from the Rotary Club).
A bunch of the regulars at the Monday women’s
ride were at the ride, working and riding both, and
a number of people who’ve been unable to ride
much still came to work (Tony, Sandy, Doug, y’all
know who you are). It was especially nice to see
people enjoying the day and the camaraderie as
they pitched in to make it happen. If you haven’t
already seen them, take a look at the 90+ photos
Brent took at the WRR, which are posted on the
Wabash River Cycle Club facebook page (another
big thank you there!). We are lucky to be part of
this group, and to make this event happen year
after year.

into this event, especially from Andy Hirsch,
Dennis Figueroa, and Kay and Dean Thompson.
Big thank yous to those who set up the three sag
stops at Cicott, Carbondale and the church in
Fountain County: people really notice the effort
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Brent Russell

✺ Pat
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Wabash River Ride

Carol Moffett

Carol Moffett

It Takes a Village Whole Club and a lot of Stuff

Traffic Control was so helpful,
especially in the early dark
hours of the morning.

Brent Russell

Carol Moffett

Thanks so much to Andy and Dennis for all of
their planning and organization in making our
WRR such a success. They are shown here
with Mike Lockwood, our Route Guidance
Ambassador.

The registration crew starts their work in the dark.
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The ham radio operators set up
their equipment in a truck this
year because of the rain.
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Jane Yatcilla, along with a ham radio
operator, head out from Cicott to
drive a loop in a moble SAG.

Carol Moffett

Carol Moffett

Kevin and Teresa Luse camped out at
Cicott on Friday night to keep watch
over our bottles of water.

Sharon & Clay Watson were our
mechanics at the Cicott SAG.
(photo above left)

Carol Moffett

Our own Mary Finley entertained
everyone at the Fort. (photo above
right)

Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • September 2016

Debbi and Dave prepared food at
the Cicott SAG. (photo left)
continued on page 6
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Kay Thompson

Kay Thompson

Kay Thompson

Kay Thompson

Wabash River Ride
continued from page 5

Kay and Dean Thompson handle a lot of “stuff.” They pick up the large
containers from our storage unit and make sure that each container
contains everything (knives, cutting boards, bowls, trays, etc.) that the
SAG will need. They also buy all of the food and collect all of the cookies
that club members bake. They wash the fruit and decide what will go to
each SAG. Everything is stored at their house to be picked up on Friday
evening by the first SAG workers in the morning at each SAG.
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Melissa McCurley

A couple of weeks before the ride,
the paint crew marks the routes and
hazards. (photos above)
The Friday afternoon before the ride,
all of the ice chests are taken to The
Village Bottle Shop to be filled with
ice. (photo left)

Carol Moffett

Brent Russell

Carol Moffett

All of the tables, chairs and tents are
taken out to the 3 SAG stops and
set up on the Friday before the ride.
(photos below)

continued on page 8
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Renee Figueroa

Carol Moffett

Wabash River Ride
continued from page 7

Maps were made.

Carol Moffett

Brent Russell

Dennis is shown with all of the registration packets,
maps, drinks, signs, etc. needed at the Fort.

A shower was rented.

Carol Moffett

Hodson’s Bay provided bags of supplies
for the moble sags (photo left) and
donated a bike for our raffle. (photo
above)
8

❂

Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • September 2016

Brent Russell

Brent Russell

The after ride barbecue is
ordered and and served
by our friendly volunteers.
(Photos above)

Carol Moffett

Carol Moffett

The SAG’s are set up and
food readied for the riders,
including our own club
members John and Dean.
(Photo left)

Sunday, the day after the WRR, ANDY RESTS IN PEACE.
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Wabash River Ride 2016
Photographs by Brent Russell

10

❂

Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • September 2016

continued on page 12

Wabash River Cycle Club Newsletter • September 2016

❂ 11

Wabash River Ride 2016
continued from page 11
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More Fun at the Wabash River Ride

Greg and I met Ruth Cooper in Attica, part way in on the Fountain loop. Ruth is from Chicago and
sang all kinds of praises about our club and the WRR. Ruth rode the remaining loop from Attica with
us. We learned that she had made a wrong turn in Attica and was lost for about 15 minutes until we
flew by her (or we thought we flew by her). We were rolling along at a respectable pace when I noticed
another cyclist on my wheel. It was Ruth, the lady we had passed. We talked with Ruth for a while,
got introductions out of the way, learned a little about each other, and then moved onward to finish our
100+ miles. Ruth can ride. We did some 25 mph pulls on the straightaways. Ruth was with us all the
way, and then she led us up the hills. Really, who is this unmasked lady from Chicago???
It was our pleasure riding with Ruth. Please stop by again next year to give us another riding lesson.

Molly Birt

✺ Dean

Molly Birt

Molly, Laura, and crew have a little fun
during SAG duties at Carbondale.
Mary Charelson from Crawfordsville
who sent us such a nice note.
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Preview Ride

After rain on Saturday, Sunday
was a beautiful day for our
Preview Ride to check out the
routes for the WRR.

Well, you can’t do the metric without lunch!

Crossing the Wabash.
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Preview Ride
continued from page 15

It’s hard to resist this photo at the cemetary each year - just too much fun!

Two different groups met up at
Cicott for a water stop.
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CASA Challenge 2016
by Molly Birt

How does one ride a bike for that long? I tell them, “I don’t
know, ask the guy that rode 460 miles.”
That’s my way of dodging what continues to be a weird
feeling for me. How do two normal women with full time jobs
and hobbies outside of cycling wind up riding 300 and 324 miles,
respectively? Lydia, ever the planner, would tell you that the will
to succeed means nothing without the will to prepare. If she were
writing this, she could outline the last 8 month training program
that included strength training, miles & hours in the saddle,
mental exercises, and hydration & nutritional theories (that
include potatoes, yum!). She had her plan down to a science, and
it worked. I was happy to tag along and learn, because, let’s be
honest, my theory has always been, and probably will always be,
“Pedal, dammit.”
But to finally force myself to answer the question: you don’t
ride that far for that long and do it alone.
At the track, we were able to meet up with other riders who
were agreeable to ride in a paceline with us to help break up
the headwind along the backstretch. Several were solo riders,
including Kari Mueller. Kari was a hard-working gem, and stuck
Just two normal women riding with us through the headwinds, the planned butt-lifts (don’t ask)
300 and 324 miles
and the long, long night. At one point, Nancy Kester found us
and joined the line, pulling just as diligently. This meant that
the top four female solo riders were riding and working together to achieve their individual goals. That
collaboration was monumental for us; we were finally feeling validated after all of the struggles in
learning to trust your body’s abilities and find the confidence to do something so insane.
Another humbling (and joyful) moment for me was when I found myself drafting behind Dr. Debbie
Knapp at mile 304. She was shouting to her teammates, the New Chauncey Randonneurs, that she was
going to see me to 310. She then said, “I have got to see you smash the Female Soloist Record of 309.” I
just kind of laughed (that’s all I was able to do at that point), and she continued, “That’s my record, and
I want to see you do it.” What do you say to that, when someone goes out of their way to help you not
only destroy their record, but celebrates when you do it?
You don’t ride that much and think that you do it alone, that’s all. Lydia and I both cannot thank our
people enough. Lydia’s mother Becky and sister Stephanie stood trackside for nearly 24 hours and made
sure she was eating, drinking and feeling supported. Pete, Lydia’s friend, passed me chocolate milk
mixed with coffee throughout the night, which probably saved my life. My husband Nathan passed me
water bottles, Cliff Bars and even retrieved a forgotten timing chip, despite his “supposed” disinterest
in bike life. Speaking of spouses, Nathan and Steve, Lydia’s husband, need an award for their patience
over the past 8 months, as training consumed us and took us miles and miles away. So much thanks
goes out to the event’s volunteer staff, who keep the show moving and still had time to cheer everyone
on trackside. I’ve got a special thanks to my fellow club members who have been riding with and
mentoring me the past couple of years: I’ve been listening and you created a monster.
And for everyone else, whether you were out on the track with us, on the sidelines cheering,
supporting from afar, even plotting against us: thank you. We saw & heard you, we felt your love, and
we really appreciated everything.
continued on page 18
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CASA Challenge 2016
continued from page 17

Mark Cripe

Mark Cripe

Above all, the CASAs for Kids 24-Hour Cycling Event has been and should always be about
supporting a vital organization within Tippecanoe County. The Court Appointed Special Advocates
received over $125,000 dollars due to cyclist entry fees, fundraising and corporate sponsorship. This
money is used for vital training of CASA volunteers, and provides supplies and enrichment for the
abused & neglected children within our community. All of the talk surrounding stats and achievements
means nothing in the face of supporting an excellent charity, and I’m proud to be part of a town that
comes out to support it.
What does life after the CASA 24-hour Cycling Challenge look like? Lydia & Steve are off to try
their wheels at brevets, which are self-supported endurance events. As for me, I just want to ride my
bike, maybe faster and farther. Who knows where the road may lead?

Rose Kaczmarowski

Ryan Stremke

Ryan Stremke

Molly Birt, Lydia Trott, Shannon Gilles, and Kari Mueller

Dan Klippel
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2016 Subaru CASA Challenge
Photographs by Brent Russell

1st, 2nd and 3rd place Individual Female Riders
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2016 Subaru CASA Challenge
continued from page 19
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Team Quadbusters for Kids
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FRAZZ by Jef Mallett

Affiations

Sent by Janet Winters

Adventure Cycling Association

Remember your
10% Club Discount at

Hodson’s Bay Company
on the Levee
Your local source for
everything cycling & fitness
✂

WRCC Membership Form
1. Return form & dues to:
Wabash River Cycle Club
P.O. Box 1243
Lafayette, IN 47902-1243

2. You may also pay your
dues conveniently and
securely with PayPal at
the WRCC Web site:

Name
Date

www.wrcc-in.org

Address

Type of Membership

Average Speed

❏ Renewal
❏ Same address
❏ New Member

❏ I am willing to lead rides.

❏ Student. ................... $15
❏ Individual.................$20
❏ Family....................... $25

❏ 19–21+...........................A
❏ 17–19. ............................ B
❏ 15–17............................. C
❏ 13–15............................. D
❏ 11–13. .............................E
❏ 11 & under. ......Novice

Cycling Type

❏ Road
❏ Touring
❏ Commuting
❏ Mountain
❏ Racing

Check all
that apply.

Are you a member of Bicycle Indiana?
May we publish your name in our directory?

Yes ❏ No ❏
Yes ❏ No ❏

